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Figure A1 Theblondesalad.com Traffic statistics from Alexa.com

While theblondesalad was experiencing a steady in rise in popularity, a sharp drop can be seen
once Instagram began gaining tract around 2013, and essentially revolutionized the way the
fashion industry developed their online presence. Theblondesalad’s focus was rooted within the
fashion industry, so it was only appropriate for Chiara to have made the transition along with the
rest of her peers. Once her focus grew to Instagram, the views on her blog began to drop, not
only due to the fact that more of her attention was focused on Instagram rather than her blog, but
also due to the fact that she was able to reach a
larger audience base through Instagram at the
time.
Figure A2  Theblondesalad.com Page
Resources

A quick study of the page resources on her blog can also show to indicate that the main focus of
the blog is now largely visual, similar to the nature Instagram. There are less and less words and
editorials, and more quick photo posts.
Figure 2A  Xiaxue Blog Archive (Text post count)
Another clear indication of the drop in activity for
bloggers can be seen by looking at their blog archive. In
Xiaxue’s case, we can see a steep drop in blog posts
from 2012 entering 2013. 2013 is commonly seen as the
year where Instagram really began picking up, and
became an incredibly popular platform for blogger.

Figure 2B  Instagram Statistics for Xiaxue

In comparison to her few blog posts in the past years, Xiaxue posts an
average of 3 Instagram photos a day. Even though she does not
interact with her followers on her traditional blog as often anymore,
she is still very active through different platforms and is able to
maintain her following through there instead.
Figure 2C  Theblondesalad.com Blog Archive
The statistics for theblondesalad are not as steep, and in actuality her
blog posts are now on the rise in comparison to how many she made in
2014. In a case study on theblondesalad done by Harvard, her team
actually explained the shift they made in the content of their blog, in
response to the drop in readers due to her growing popularity on
Instagram.

Figure 2D  Theblondesalad Instagram Statistics

Also for Chiara, she posts on average 7 posts a day, which is still much more often than the
amount of times she blogs a day.
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