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Main Question: How is Islam portrayed through large media companies and how is it discussed in the 

smaller digital media outlets? 

 

Research Question How is Islam portrayed in large media companies  

 Define: Islam is defined as a monotheistic faith which was revealed through the Quran. When 

using Islam in my research question, I am referring to the religion of Islam and it’s practices and 

ways, I am not referring to the people who practice this religion.  

By large media companies, I am talking about a diversified media outlet that is a conglomerate. 

A large media company is one that owns various forms of media outlets under its umbrella, such 

as television, radio, publishing, movies and/or the internet. 

o Claim Many times, the media only portrays Muslims in a Negative light which affects 

how people view Islam & Muslims 

 Sub claim 1 - There is a common stereotype associating Muslims with terrorists, 

because mainstream media tends to always emphasize the religion of the 

terrorist group if they claim to be Muslim, but leave out any religious 

connotations if a terrorist group is of any other religion.. 

 Sub claim 2 - When people watch the news and see only negative things about 

Muslims (which are not a proper representation of the religion of Islam) from 

media sources, they take in this information as a matter of fact. Since this 

connection with Islam and terrorists is always made in the media, this 

association becomes a norm learned by young people, making Muslims 

vulnerable to prejudice and discrimination. Gallup study indicated that about 

half of Americans from major religious groups believe that most Americans are 

prejudiced towards Muslim Americans. 
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 Sub claim 3 – An example can be seen in the NC Chapel Hill shooting and 

how it was portrayed in the media and compare it to another incident the 

media covered in which the roles were reversed. Small word choices and 

tones of articles can significantly affect how one forms an opinion on a 

topic. And example set of data for this incident is below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Further information on this incident and the 

way it was reported can be found in the 

video done by Russell Brand 

 

 
 

 

 

Research Question How people spread hateful words and Islamaphobia through the web 

 Define: Islamaphobia is the dislike of or prejudice against Islam or Muslims, especially as a 

political force.  

o Claim: There is a significant amount of hate on the web, from commenting on articles to 

entire websites set up. 

 Sub Claim 1 – Whenever an article comes out on any news site, there is always 

an abundance of opinions that flows in from the comments, especially if it is 

Islam related news. On 3/4/15, many news sites covered the fact that NYC 

Public Schools will get off for Eid (Islamic religious holiday). There were a few 

neutral comments, but many hateful ones: 
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 Sub Claim 2 – Facebook & Twitter other ways people spread Islamaphobic 

statements by public figures as well is normal users. 
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 Sub Claim 3 - Given such a common pattern in mainstream media 

representation, it is unsurprising that many Americans know little that is not 

negative about Islam and Muslims, but can easily identify them as 

threatening and as international terrorists 

Research Question How people get their news from smaller digital sources & defend the religion of 

Islam online 

 Define – Small digital outlets are those that are recent startup and/or do not own multiple 

media outlets. An example of a small media outlet is Huffington Post 

o Claim – People use the digital sphere to get news articles of their own as well as 

defend the religion of Islam and the Muslim people.  

 Sub Claim 1 – There are numerous organizations that exist to defend the 

religion of Islam and the Muslim people. CAIR, the Council of American 

Islamic Relations is one just group. Their Facebook sites share news articles 

which would show up in large media outlets: 

 

 
 Sub Claim 2 - Muslims also feel the need to condemn every horrific act a 

violent person commits in the name of Islam (although it truly does not 

represent Islam) on social media while other people who  

 Sub Claim 3 - Use comments from people going against the negative 

Islamaphobic comments as data for how people have to defend the religion 

 


